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about contactsAbout provision of information...

Czech Social Security Administration (ČSSZ) 
Křížová 25, 225 08 Praha 5, 
tel.: 257 062 860
e-mail: �p�o�s�t�a@cssz.cz,
http://www.cssz.cz, section European Union
(bus no. 104, 120, 197 and 231 – from the station „Na Knížecí“)

You can also obtain information at all regional offices 
of ČSSZ in the whole Czech Republic.

types of pensions
About pensions...

In order to claim an entitlement to pension from several
states it is sufficient to submit the application just in one
state. An application for a pension submitted in one Member
State is considered as an application submitted in all Member
States, in which the claimant was insured. 

An application for pension is usually submitted in the state 
of residence of the claimant. In the Czech Republic, this insti-
tution is a locally competent District Social Security Administra-
tion.In there, workers of the administration, together with 
the claimant, fill in forms required for a claim for pension 
in the Czech Republic and also in other Member States. 
Afterwards, ČSSZ hands the required documents over to the 
institutions of those Member States, in which the claimant
was pension insured, so they can also decide on the entitle-
ment of the claimant. 

Pension proceedings pursuant to the Coordination Regulation
are substantially administratively more demanding than the
pension proceedings pursuant to legislation of just one state,
as more institutions participate on it and more rules are applied.

➤ About the conditions for entitlement:
You can obtain the required information on the conditions 
for an entitlement to a benefit at the competent institution 
in the state concerned. ČSSZ does not provide information 
on the legislation of other Member States.  

➤ About institutions of other Member
States:

You can find the contact addresses on the ČSSZ website.

➤ About the currency, in which the 
pension is paid:

You are entitled to have your pension paid into the state,
where you live. It can be converted to the currency of that
state. However, you can also receive a pension in the currency
of the state, which is paying it to you. 

➤ About post and bank charges:
If another state pays you a pension, it always depends on its
legislation, as to whether the amount of the paid pension will
be reduced by postal and bank charges. 

Mondays 
and Wednesdays 8.00 - 17.00 hod.

Tuesdays
and Thursdays 8.00 - 14.30 hod.

Fridays 8.00 - 13.00 hod.

��
Mondays 
and Wednesdays 8.00 - 17.00 hod.

Tuesdays
and Thursdays 9.00 - 14.30 hod.

Fridays 9.00 - 14.00 hod.

��

about contactsAbout provision of information...

about submission Submission of claim for pension...

KSSZ, OSSZ/PSSZ/MSSZ in BrnoČSSZ headquarters
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ČSSZ and Social Security in the EU

Survivor’s pensions
In general, the same rules apply to survivor’s pensions as
apply to old-age pensions. 
The group of persons, who are entitled to a survivor’s pen-
sion, is determined by each Member State, pursuant to their
own legislation. In the Czech Republic, a survivor
husband/wife and a dependant child are entitled to this benefit.



about legal regulations
Pension security in the EU...

The legal regulations of pension insurance in the indivi-
dual Member States are not unified. The conditions for gaining
an entitlement to the benefit differ. The European law leaves
the different national rules without any changes; however, 
it replaces those provisions, which are unfavourable for mi-
grating people and determines its own rules – coordination
rules for these cases.

If the person concerned is insured in a Member State 
for a period shorter than one year, this state is not obliged 
to award a pension, unless the entitlement to it arises from
its national legislation. Other Member States, where the person
concerned was insured for longer than one year, shall consi-
der the insurance period shorter than one year in a determined
manner during the calculation of a pension. 

The basic principle is an aggregation of periods of insu-
rance for the purposes of gaining the entitlement to benefit.
Its purpose is to exclude an unfavourable impact of the situa-
tion, when a person, who had been insured in several states,
does not fulfil the condition of the required insurance period in
some of them (or in any of them). In this case, a Member State
shall take into consideration periods gained in other Member
States  - and the periods before the accession of the Czech 
Republic to the EU too - for gaining the entitlement to benefit. 
Another principle is export (payment) of pension into anot-
her Member State.
Upon the request of a pensioner, a pension is paid into the
Member State, in which he/she lives. The pension is paid by
all Member States, by which it was awarded. 

If the insured person gains the insurance period requested
for entitlement to pension just in one state, without regards
to foreign insurance periods, he/she will be awarded a so-cal-
led full pension. Its amount shall be determined only on the
basis of domestic legislation.

If the insured person gains entitlement to pension in a state
only with regards to foreign insurance periods, he/she will be
awarded a so-called partial pension. Its amount corresponds
to the proportion of insurance periods gained in that state to
the sum of insurance periods gained in all Member States.

Example:  
Mr. Novák was insured for 14 years in the Czech Republic, for
10 years in Italy and for 2 years in Germany. He neither fulfils
the required insurance period in the Czech Republic, nor in other
states; and therefore, is not entitled to old-age pension only
pursuant to their legislation. Mr. Novák was insured in several
Member States, therefore the Coordination Regulation shall
be applied. ČSSZ for Mr. Novák’s entitlement includes also 
the insurance periods in Germany and in Italy and calculates
a partial pension. Its amount agrees to 14/26 of an amount,
to which Mr. Novák would be entitled after 26 years of insu-
rance. Other states shall proceed in a similar manner, i.e.
Italy shall be paying 10/26 and Germany 2/26 of the
amount, to which Mr. Novák would be entitled to in these sta-
tes after 26 years of insurance. The partial pensions will be paid
to Mr. Novák to any Member State, in which he has residence. 
The institution, which awarded a pension, will execute 
the payment of the pension, and this is under the legislation
and rules, which it follows. The pension to Mr. Novák will be
paid by ČSSZ pursuant to Czech legislation and also by the
German and Italian institutions pursuant to their legislation. 
If Mr. Novák was entitled to a pension already pursuant to the
Czech legislation, he would receive a full old-age pension
from the Czech Republic and partial pensions from Germany
and Italy. Payments would be executed in the same manner. 

The coordination of social security of the citizens of the
EU Member States and the EEA states*) are arranged, inclu-
ding the pension area, by the Council Regulation (EEC)
1408/71 on the application of social security schemes to em-
ployed persons, self-employed persons and to members of
their families, moving within the Community and the Council
Regulation (EEC) 574/72 determining the procedure for imple-
menting Regulation (EEC) 1408/71 – hereinafter referred to as
the Coordination Regulation.
The Coordination Regulation applies to the following pension
insurance benefits
➤ old-age pensions
➤ invalidity pensions (in the Czech Republic, they are full

and partial invalidity pension)
➤ survivor’s pensions (in the Czech Republic, they are wi-

dow’s, widower’s and orphan’s pension) 
* Norway, Lichtenstein, Iceland

about coordination
Coordination of the pension area...

about principlesThe basic 
rules for all types of pensions... 

about calculation Calculation of pension 
of migrating workers... 

about periods
Insurance periods shorter than 1 year...
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About pensions...

Old-age pensions
If the insured person ceases working in one Member State
and continues working in another Member State, the paid in-
surance contributions are not transferred to the latter state.
This means that entitlement to a pension originates only to-
wards the state, where the claimant participated in pension
insurance. 
An entitlement of the insured person to an old-age pension
may arise in the individual Member States as of different 
dates. This fact is given primarily by a different retirement
age in these Member States. 

Invalidity pensions
In the EU and EEA states two main types of systems can
be distinguished:
➤ The amount of invalidity pension depends on the insu-

rance period – the longer the person was insured before
he/she became invalid, the higher his/her invalidity
pension will be. These systems do not require insurance
at the time of invalidity emergence. 
This system is valid in the Czech Republic.

➤ - The amount of invalidity pension is independent from
the insurance period. However, in these systems, it mat-
ters, as to whether the person concerned was insured at
the time, when he/she became invalid. If he/she ceased
working even not long before it, he/she will not be en-
titled to an invalidity pension. 

The state of health of the insured person and the determina-
tion of the degree of invalidity is assessed by each Member
State pursuant to their own legislation.

Medical examinations
- if an entitlement to invalidity pension was awarded in one
state and the beneficiary of the pension lives in another
state, then an institution in the place of residence, pursuant
to its national legislation, will execute administrative checks
and medical examinations.   

* Norway, Lichtenstein, Iceland


